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Questions? Want to contribute to the newsletter? I would love to feature guest
articles from folks who have traveled to do races elsewhere!
Patty Geisinger at pattyjoegs5@gmail.com

Membership:

Please consider joining or renewing for 2026! Membership should be renewed now
and we have the option to make your membership Auto-Renew to make your life much
easier! Did you sign up for Auto-Renew last year? Are you unsure of your membership status?
Email pattyjoeg55@gmail.com and Patty will check!

The link to the website is below. Fill out the form and submit at your chosen level. You will receive a
vinyl TCKRA sticker, a 2026 TCKRA Fridge Magnet Calendar, a free parking pass for shuttle setting at
the Fentress Amigos Beach, San Marcos River Retreat (the Goynes) and Calhoun’s in Tivoli, an invite
to the annual banquet and the TCKRA Newsletter before everyone else! Thank you for supporting
Texas paddle sports!

Join the TCKRA




About the TCKRA

The Texas Canoe and Kayak Racing Association is a statewide club for people interested in paddle sport
racing. The primary focus of the club is USCA and ICF class marathon racing, but other disciplines of
paddle sports are promoted through TCKRA Race Calendar

In 1971 a group of canoe paddlers with an interest in canoe and kayak racing joined together and formed
the TCRA (which later evolved into the TCKRA). During the past years the organization has grown to
one of the largest canoe and kayak clubs in the state. The club is now recognized as the voice for canoe
racing in Texas and its members have gained national recognition. Each year the TCKRA participates
in approximately 20 canoe races and the TCKRA also organizes and sponsors the Texas State Canoe
and Kayak Racing Championship Series. These championship level race events complement the other
annual racing events by recognizing the top competitors in a variety of paddle sport disciplines and
classes.

Whether you are a novice paddler, intermediate or seasoned racer, TCKRA is a great way to meet new
people, improve your skills and get out on the river. Our membership spans the state and varies widely
by age, gender, skill-level and boat type; even our working careers and professions. We also share a
great deal in common-the competitive spirit and an enduring love of the water.

Your annual dues help fund events and activities throughout the year and around the state.
By joining the TCKRA you enjoy the following benefits:

8 championship races, (Unlimited, Aluminum, USCA and ICF, Surfski)
The Martindale Triathlon

Spring and fall river cleanups

Newsletter

Annual banquet

Paddling clinics — free to TCKRA members

A TCKRA decals for every member

A 2026 TCKRA fridge magnet calendar

A 2026 TCKRA parking pass (for setting shuttles only) at Fentress Amigos Beach and the San
Marcos River Retreat, Calhoun’s in Tivoli

A TCKRA membership will give you a voice in the racing community and allow us to continue to
promote canoe and kayak racing in Texas.
Volunteer opportunities throughout the year.

Our members paddle kayaks and canoes crafted from wood, plastic, aluminum, carbon and Kevlar.

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TCKRA

Follow us on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/tckra /
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2026 TCKRA Officers and Board of Directors

Officers
Sandy Yonley (President)
Jonathan Zeek (Vice President)
Grady Hicks (Treasurer)
Patty Geisinger (Secretary)

Board Members
Geoff Waters
David Dunnington
Mike Gordon
Tommy Yonley
Jill Mulder

Letter from the Incoming TCKRA President
Sandy Yonley

As we head into the 2026 season, | want to thank our membership for the continued support that makes
the Texas Canoe & Kayak Racing Association one of the oldest paddling clubs in the country. I’d also like to
give a heartfelt thank-you to the outgoing 2025 Board of Directors and our many volunteers for their
leadership and countless hours of service on behalf of our members. Because of your collective efforts, we
continue to move forward in our shared goal of growing paddle sport racing across Texas.

Thank you,

Sandy Yonley
2026 TCKRA President
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2026 Race Calendar

(Editor’s Note: Races listed are not all TCKRA events, most are races we know of, but the TCKRA ones are in bold).
One of our roles as a club is to alert everyone about all racing options around the state!

Jan. 18t — Austin Town Lake Races #1, Fiesta Gardens, 10am
Jan. 24th — Texas Winter 100K (TWO), Town Lake to Bastrop, 5 am/7am/Sup start-Noon
Jan. 25t — Austin Town Lake Races #2, Fiesta Gardens, 10am
Feb. 15t — FTW Marine Creek Lake #1, 2700 NW Loop 820, Ft. Worth, 6 miles 10am
Feb. 15t — Austin Town Lake Races #3, Fiesta Gardens, 10am
Feb. 8th — Texas Water Safari Seminar, 413 Main St, Martindale Texas, 10am-4pm
Feb. 9th — Austin Town Lake Races #4, Fiesta Gardens, 10am
Feb. 15t — FTW Marine Creek Lake #2, 2700 NW Loop 820, Ft. Worth, 6 miles 10am
Feb. 22nd — FTW Marine Creek Lake #3, 2700 NW Loop 820, Ft. Worth, 6 miles 10am
Mar. 7th — TCKRA San Marcos Cleanup, Luling 9o Gravel Bar, 8:30am
Mar. 8th — TCKRA Spring Break Open: Fentress to Luling 90, 10am
Mar. 8t — FTW Marine Creek Lake #4, 2700 NW Loop 820, Ft. Worth, 6 miles 10am
Mar. 8t — Hokulele #1: Clearlake Bay Challenge, Location TBD, 8am
Mar. 15t — MAC #1 City Park to Spencer’s Campground (please pay the day use fee) 9am
Mar. 215t - Buffalo Bayou Regatta & TCKRA ICF Championship, Houston, g9am
Mar. 22nd — MAC #2 Staples Bridge to Luling 9o 9am
April 4th — MAC #3 Luling 90 to Palmetto State Park 9am
April 11th —Elm Fork Regatta, Trinity Fork Park gam
April 12th —Race the River: San Antonio River Series: Mission Reach gam
April 18t — MAC #4: The Night Race; Palmetto to Gonzales Gravel Bar 5pm
April 18t — Hokulele #2: Lake Pointe Greene, Location TBD 7am

Upcoming Races and Events

A big thank you to TCKRA Board Member Jonathan Zeek for stepping up to help
Sandy Yonley and updating the TCKRA Website! He has added some new features you
might enjoy! The Stand Alone Calendar, A Map illustrating the races and where they
are held in the state and an updated Race Results Section! Take a look here:

Map of Races

Race Results
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Race Reports

46t Annual Martindale Triathlon
Patty Geisinger

The 46th Annual Martindale Tri on October 26" had a fun
turnout of paddlers and triathletes who came out to give
our unique TCKRA Triathlon a whirl! A record number of
young people competed in our new Adult/Youth
categories. Although the river was low, it was a truly
good day for racing! We added a new competition in
memory of our dear Cara Weber. As the Tri often falls
around or ON Halloween, we instituted our 1t Annual
“Cara’s Candy Corn Costume Contest”, thank you to Jim
and Myla Weber for the fun trophies and a chance to

San Marcos Dec. Solos
remember how much Cara enjoyed dressing up for the Jay Daniel

Tril Thanks to all that came and participated in the Tom
Goynes' Birthday Bash/San Marcos Solo on
December 6™. The Weater was great!

Photos courtesy of Sandy Yonley

Page 5



2026 Upcoming Races

Town Lake Series

Thank you to Patty Geisinger and Brian Jones who will host the ongoing 4-week series on Town Lake on Jan.
18t o5th Feb. 15t and 8th. This race series began over 20 years ago by John Baltzell and we are happy that the
winter paddling opportunity is ongoing! The course will change each time but most are 6 miles in length. We
launch from Fiesta Beach boat ramp on the north side of Town Lake (Lady Bird Lake) in Austin. Not a ton of
parking at the boat ramp, but quite a lot along the roads leading to the ramp area. There is no cost for
participation, and please arrive by 9:30 to sign up. We will begin at 10am weather permitting! All boat types
welcome!

The Texas Winter 100K (TWO)
Saturday, January 24th, Town Lake to Bastrop, 5 am/7am/Sup start-Noon

Join the 15th Anniversary of the Texas Winter 100k! Starting on Lady Bird Lake in Austin, TX traversing the
Colorado River all the way down to Fisherman’s Park in Bastrop, TX. It’s the perfect way to kick off the Texas
Water Safari training season. We have something for everyone: Adventure, Competitive, and SUP classes. The
SUP class has the option of the full distance OR the 15 mile sprint (the last 15 miles of the course).
http://www.texaswinter100k.com




T'WS Safari Seminar
Saturday, February 7th, 2025; 9am-4pm, 413 Main St. Martindale TX

Planning on attempting the 63rd Annual Texas Water Safari in 2025 for the first time? Going
novice? Giving it another attempt or said yes to being a Team Captain and have no idea what you
have signed on for? You will want to join us on February 7th from 9am-4pm (with a break for lunch
compliments of the TWS) for the Safari Seminar in downtown Martindale at 413 Main St, next to the
Martindale River Cafe! Bring a Chair! TWS Board Members and Safari Veterans will be presenting
on rules, guidelines, the river, how to prepare and more! The Seminar will NOT be livestreamed this
year but prior years can be found on the TWS YouTube channel. Please visit the website for more
information and to RSVP so they can plan on food! Texas Water Safari: Safari Seminar

TCKRA San Marcos River Clean Up
March 7th, 2026, 8:30 AM
Luling Dam, 1243-1603 S Magnolia Ave, Luling, TX 78648, USA

It’s time to break out that Aluminum Canoe! Please plan on joining your paddling community for the TCKRA
Spring River Clean-up on Saturday, March 7th! Each year we focus our efforts on the lower part of the San
Marcos River between Luling Dam and Palmetto State Park.

Please RSVP Here so we can be sure to include you in all the relevant info and so we can be sure to have
enough space in the shuttle. You will find that the river karma earned and the camaraderie plus the stories
afterwards are well worth the effort!
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TCKRA Spring Break Open
Saturday, March 8t 2025, 10 a.m., Amigos Beach at Fentress

The TCKRA is excited to open its 2026 racing season with a 14-mile race on the San Marcos River. On Sunday,

March 8™ the Spring Break Open will start at 10:00am at Fentress Bridge and finishes at Luling 90 City Park.

Entry fee is $20 for solo and $40 for a tandem team (or, in other words: $20/person) Although race day

registration will also be available starting at 8:30am—it is appreciated if you would please register online!!
Spring Break Open Info and Registration

Classes Include: Men’s and Women’s Solo Unlimited, Men’s Tandem and Women’s Tandem Unlimited, Mixed

Tandem Unlimited, Men’s and Women’s Aluminum.

All Solo and Tandem hulls are welcome so BYOB (Bring your own Boat) and we’ll see you on the river!
Awards will be given out to the top 3 in each class. Special recognition given to age category winners.

2026 MAC Spring racing schedule

Celebrating 10 years of MAC races, Kaitlin Mynar and the Martindale Athletic Club, hold the annual MAC races along
sections of the San Marcos River. The intention behind this series is to get folks into a racing mindset, to race how they
train, to test equipment and begin their training season! It is also a lot of fun competition with friends! We have a group
reservation at Palmetto for the Night Race—please contact Kaitlin for details. Or join the Martindale Athletic Club FB
group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/504427003069618

Race 1: City Park to Spencer’s Campground

Sunday, March 15th, 9a.m.-need more time, 10 a.m. Main start

Race 2: Staples to Luling 90

Sunday, March 22", 9a.m.-need more time, 10 a.m. Main start

Race 3: Luling 90 to Palmetto State Park (be sure to secure a Palmetto day use pass)

Sunday, April 4", 9a.m.-need more time, 10 a.m. Main start

Race 4: Mike Simmons Memorial Night Race

Palmetto State Park to Gonzales (Pay for parking at Palmetto and gates lock so make appropriate arrangements)
Saturday April 18™ —-this race involves a staggered start.
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2026 Buffalo Bayou Regatta and TCKRA ICF Championship
Saturday, March 21st, 2025, 9a.m., 7700 San Felipe St. Houston

Be part of the 54th Annual Buffalo Bayou Partnership Regatta! The largest canoe and kayak race in Texas returns
to Houston’s most significant natural waterway on March 21, 2026. Join this fun-filled tradition and support
BBP’s ongoing work creating and stewarding parks, trails, and unique destinations along the bayou.

We are excited to partner with the 2026 Buffalo Bayou Partnership Regatta for our ICF K1 State Championship!
To be recognized in the TCKRA ICF Champs, you must race in an ICF K1--enter the unlimited solo division as you
normally would in the Buffalo Bayou Partnership. State Champions will be awarded in the Men's Open, Men's
Masters (50+), Women's Open, and Women's Masters (50+). This will be based off your overall placement in the
Regatta. More Information: Buffalo Bayou and TCKRA ICF State Championship

New North Texas Racing Series — the FTW Marine Creek Lake

This is a new race series for those paddlers in the Northern parts of Texas hosted by Jonathan Zeek. All boats and
classes welcome. Race classes will be made based on who shows up. Race will be 2 loops around a course on the lake
starting at the boat ramp and will be approximately 6 miles long!

Location: Marine Creek Public Boat Ramp, 2700 NW Loop 820, Ft. Worth Tx 76179

Time: 10 am

Dates: Feb. 8™, Feb 15", Feb 22", March 1°

Cost is $10 per person per race. All races start at 10am, so be early to get set up. You can pay in advance at
https://venmo.com/u/Jonathan-Zeek

Fill out online waiver here (link will be enabled starting February 1):
https://form.jotform.com/jze.../ftw-marine-creek-series-2026

New Houston Racing Series — Hosted by Hokulele

The fine folks with the Hokulele club in Houston is introducing a racing series for folks in the Houston areal!
Check out their Facebook page here: Hokulele paddling club
Put some space on your calendar for these!

March 8™: Clearlake Bay Challenge
April 18™: Lake Point Greene
June 21t El Jardin Beach

Sept. 19%": OC Sunset

Page 9



Fireside Chats with Tom Goynes

Early on during the pandemic, Tom Goynes began sharing some of his Safari stories on his facebook page. With the loss of
Safari that year, everyone missed out on the yearly ritual of sharing stories after the race. So, with Tom’s blessing, we hope
to continue sharing with everyone some of his legendary Safari stories.

This Story appropriate for 2025 gives info on the only other time the Safari was stopped early due to weather.

The 1974 Safari
By Tom Goynes

After dropping out of the Safariin 1973, | was in the mood for a comeback; for something good to
happen. And now, looking back, 1974 was a great year, it was actually the beginning of a whole new
life for me. It was the year, not when my new life would start, but it was the year when things would
happen that would lead to the beginning of my new life.

It all started in the winter of that year, when Lawrence Hagan, the chairman of the Texas Water Safari
had a heart attack and invited me to his hospital room. | suppose | was invited to his room because |
was the president of the newly formed San Marcos Canoe Club. | was president mostly because | was
kinda instrumental in starting that club. And because no one else wanted to be president. | have
learned that is really easy to be the president of most local clubs. Anyway, | was surprised when Mr.
Hagan invited me to his room. And then really bummed out when he told me why | was there. He told
me that he had decided to cancel the Safari for that year. He had been the prime mover and shaker of
the race for a number of years. Certainly for the whole time that | had been racing. And he knew that
he didn’t have the ability to hold the race that year. | had always liked the bay portion of the old Safari.
Something about eating crabs, clams, and hardheads with a group of starving fellow racers just seemed
perfect. Nowadays racers can order a double meat cheeseburger any time they like (of course, just
because they can order it doesn’t mean they will get it). And | also liked the idea of having every team
in similar, easy to acquire canoes. Even by 1974, it had become very difficult to win the Safari unless
you could either build your own racing canoe or afford to have someone else build it for you. In those
days, specially built sculling rigs were the dominant boats in the race. With the exceptional years being
1964 when Al Widing and Bob Gillings won in a pro canoe with single paddles and in 1965 when Al and
brother Pat also won the race with a pro canoe with single blade paddles and 71 and 72 when Pat
Oxsheer and | had won the race with a Sawyer Saber and double bladed paddles.

But when the Safari first began (in 1963) very few people had fast canoes. Almost everyone was
paddling aluminum canoes. So, | had this great idea, since the Safari wasn’t going to happen, to hold a
race like the very first Safari. Racers would be limited to 17 foot aluminum canoes and single blade
paddles. And the race would start in San Marcos and end at the Emerald Inn in Corpus Christi a week
later. We would race the original course, spending some time at Austwell (which is the town right
across from Seadrift and on the west side of San Antonio Bay. We named it the Texas Canoe Marathon.

| went to Mr. Hagan and asked his permission to hold the event. He thought it was a good idea. So |
announced my plans to the racing community. Some paddlers loved the plan. But, for obvious reasons,
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the scullers thought it was a terrible idea. So, my racing partner from 1970, Mike Wooley (who was a
sculler) went to Lawrence Hagan and asked permission to hold the Safari after all. So the Safari was
scheduled to start at City Park in San Marcos at approximately an hour before the start of the Texas
Canoe Marathon, which would start at Aquarena Springs - where the original Safari started. The Safari
was unlimited - racers could use any type of muscle powered boat; the Marathon was limited to 17
foot aluminum canoes and 2 person teams with single blade paddles. My intention was to race with
George Love, one of the employees at our canoe shop. George was a welder, a mechanic, a carpenter,
a genuine jack of all trades and a master of pretty much everything he did. He took up canoe racing
quickly as well, and in no time we were as fast as just about anyone on the water.

Some people really liked the idea of a reenactment of the first safari. These people were the paddlers.
Purists. People who saw the beauty of a race where everyone was in the same style of canoe with no
rudders, and those canoes were readily available, and for a reasonable price. And people all had to use
single blade paddles. But there were an equal number who hated the Marathon. These were the
scullers, and the people who loved the idea of an unlimited race. Unlimited. Any number of people.
Any method of man-made propulsion (and/or sails). We termed it “run what you brung.” So the two
races pretty much split the racing crowd right down the middle. As | recall, each race ended up with
about 17 teams. One of the teams that was attracted to the Marathon and which had some national
notoriety was Verlen Kruger and Steve Landick. Verlen had recently completed a cross continent
paddle of North America called the Ultimate Canoe Challenge. In 1971, he and fellow canoe racer Clint
Waddell paddled their canoe from Montreal, Canada, to the Bering Sea, in Alaska. They covered 7,000
miles in 176 days.

VERLEN
KRUGER
LEGACY

e

VKL gives permission for use of this photo in your publication. They belong to the Verlen Kruger Legacy and Kruger Archives.

Verlen and Steve were from Michigan - consistent home of some of the best paddlers in the world.
Steve was young enough to be Verlen’s son, but he was already a well-known racer throughout the
county. Once they arrived, George and | got together some of the local teams and we would together
show the Michiganders the river. Once, while paddling in the midst of a huge thunderstorm, Verlen
looked over at me and exclaimed: “Don’t you just love a storm? All the thunder and lightning?” You
have to understand that lightning was literally hitting the trees along the river as he said this. And no, |
definitely did not love a storm.
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(I should warn y’all that at this point, and to the end of this chapter, there will be some mention of
God.) But his question was haunting. What sort of man could be so calm in the face of danger? | knew
Verlen was a “religious man.” | had grown up with religion but had long since lost it. At that particular
time | considered myself to be above religion. | had been there and had moved on. But even though |
had evolved, | was, nonetheless, terrified by the lightning and | was definitely not ready to die. Verlen
was always ready to share his faith; and I, being in in awe of the man, was willing to listen. | am certain
that this soft spoken gentlemen was instrumental in planting seeds that would later change my life. Or
perhaps it would be more accurate to say, they would give me a new life. | have learned that no one is
interested in finding Jesus when their life is going well. As long as | was winning the Safari, in good
health, and my canoe business was doing well, | had no need of a God.

But by 1974, | had just dropped out of the race the year before, then the ‘74 race was cancelled, then |
had committed to hold a reenactment of the first Safari, then the Safari was back on. And, on top of
that, the fellow who had agreed to serve as Race Chairman for my new race had withdrawn from that
position. Things were not going well for me. Added to these problems, my Race Chairman for the
Texas Canoe Marathon resigned at the last minute. It became apparent that | would have to forget
about racing in the Marathon, and | would be the Race Chairman. | talked to George Love (my partner)
and, while he was disappointed, he agreed that | had no choice. | am convinced that George and | could
have done pretty well in the Marathon. But whether or not we could have stayed with Verlen and
Steve we will never know. OK, to be honest, no. We could not have kept up with those guys. But a man
has gotta dream...

As the race chairman, my job was to make sure that the large water barrels which the race provided
was at the various check points where we said they would be. Providing water for the racers was
probably the stupidest thing | came up with (at least when it came to this particular event). The Safari
had a much smarter rule of letting team captains provide water and or ice to their team. But no. |
decided it would be easier to avoid cheating (like say, a team captain hiding a candy bar in the water
jug that the team was getting). So, if all the teams in the Marathon had to pull over at checkpoints and
get their water out of the large water jugs that the race officials provided, cheating would be much
more difficult. But if | had known in advance that | would be putting out 90% of the water that was to
be consumed, | would never have come up with that silly rule. And, on top of it being difficult to roll
these 30 gallon barrels down the hills to the riverbed, Verlen and Steve were moving so fast down the
river that | could barely keep ahead of them. More than once, we got the water container in position
just moments before they showed up. They were so fast (even though they were paddling a 17 foot
aluminum canoe) that at one point they passed the sculling canoe that went on to win the Safari. And
keep in mind that Verlen and Steve started over an hour behind and about a mile upriver from where
the Safari teams started. Eventually, the two lead Safari sculling rigs pulled a couple of hours ahead of
Verlen and Steve. They were far enough ahead that they reached San Antonio Bay as a large
thunderstorm was underway whereas by the time Verlen and Steve arrived the storm was gone. The
head race judge of the Safari made the decision to stop the race at Hwy 35, approximately 8 miles
upstream of San Antonio Bay to prevent teams from having to deal with the thunderstorm. But by the
time Verlen and Steve reached that bridge, the storm had abated, so we waved them on to Austwell.
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The Marathon paddlers got to experience the joys of starvation and exposure for the rest of the week.
The leaders got to camp with the mosquitos at Austwell for several days, until we fired the gun for the
first coastal leg of the race on Thursday morning. On that day the paddlers journeyed from Austwell to
the Sea Gun Inn on the west side of Copano Bay. On Friday morning, we fired the gun and the racers
paddled from the Sea Gun Inn to the town of Ingleside. But it was on that Friday morning that a very
sad thing took place. Out of the 8 canoes left in the race only 7 left for Ingleside. Tom Stallman and
Mark Fishlock were nowhere to be seen. We got word that Tom was as sick as a dog. He and Mark, it
turns out, had started the race with some frozen turkey meat, a gallon can of fruit cocktail and a gallon
can of Ranch Style Beans (famous for containing rendered beef fat). | think they originally had some
other food, but it was long gone. And the fruit cocktail had fermented in the Texas heat and was
nowhere close to edible. The rendered beef fat had also gone south. In effect, their food was killing
them. But, since you couldn’t receive any more food (other than what you started with) that rotten
food was what they were eating. And dysentery had set in. Tom was in the porta potty when the gun
went off that morning. All the race officials (OK, there were probably only two of us) were sad. We
were about to scratch another team from the dwindling list of teams left in the race. But then, here
they came. And what amazed me then, and still amazes me now, is that Tom Stallman had a big smile
on his face. | wondered at the time, what in the world he was taking? Could it be the fermented fruit
cocktail? But no. | was told by some of the people in his party that Tom was a Jesus freak and he always
smiled.

So, | decided then and there that | would spend as much time as possible with this young man and
convince him, in as gentle a way as | could, that this religious thing was just something he would have
to get over. Much like a child believing in Santa, he would have to evolve to a point where religion

could be put behind him. And |, as well as anyone, knew how to help him evolve. | had been raised a
Catholic and had long since realized that | wasn’t going to be good enough to make it into heaven. So |
decided to just stop believing in heaven and God and all the stuff that went with it. Nonetheless, |
admit | was kinda impressed with this fellow. And he kept smiling all the way to the finish line. So, |
befriended him. Eventually | realized that it was him who befriended me. In fact he relentlessly
pursued me. He must have become a member of the hounds of heaven. He spent seven years of his life
convincing me that God was quite real, and that He loved me and that He had sent His one and only
Son to die in my place for my sins. Tom was there any time | needed help. Any time | needed a river
guide to help lead a trip down the Rio Grande. Any time a canoe needed to be rescued from around a
rock on a river someplace. And he was always ready to spend whatever time and energy was necessary
to convince me to accept Christ. I’'m sure glad he wasn’t a 7 point Calvinist; | suspect he would have
given up after six years.

Page 13




Tom Stallman passed away Sept. 4, 2025. A picture from his obituary and a photo from a Rio Grande trip in the 1970’s with Tom and Paula Goynes

The big finish occurred on Saturday, a week after the race had begun. We fired the starting pistol at
Ingleside and the group was off to the finish line at the Emerald Beach Hotel in Corpus Christi. We
wondered how spread out the teams would be, considering they were crossing Corpus Christi Bay
which is a fairly large body of water. But once they came into view, we realized that all the teams were
crossing the bay together. In a straight line. We found out later that it was Verlen Kruger who insisted
that everybody stick together. By this point everyone knew that Stallman was in bad shape. And if the
wind kicked up and the bay got rough (it didn’t) the crossing could be dangerous. So they crossed
together for safety. It was a display of sportsmanship that | have never seen since.

Once they got into range of our megaphone, they came in in their proper order. Verlen and Steve in
first place. Tom and Mark last. The effect these two man has had on my life is incredible. Thanks in
large part to Tom Stallman, in 1981 both Paula and | did accept Christ. And then he led several of our
friends to the Lord. So Tom, thank you! And we will see you later.

Need More Stories from Tom Goynes? Follow Sandy Yonley’s Podcast:

Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/20I8dA4YhviMTOkYYKpycx...

Apple: https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/sandy-yonley

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/@sandyyonley
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